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A moving date heals your automotive heart

James Newman, Sr., needs a 
ride. Well, actually, his 2010 
Ford Escape needs a ride. 

Newman, a retired high 
school teacher, plans to spend 
the holidays and winter 
months at his son’s home in 
Phoenix, Ariz., and he needs 
transportation while he is 
staying there.

But at 77 years of age, New-
man is not up to driving the 
3,800 kilometres from Syra-
cuse, N.Y. And on a limited 
budget, he’s not interested in 
spending about $1,600 US to 
have his wagon professionally 
hauled cross-country. Renting 
a car for three months is also 
not a financial option. 

Facing an unusual vehicle-
relocation situation, Newman 
turned to a transportation 
solution that he unexpect-
edly found while surfing the 
Internet for quotes to have 
his Escape delivered to him in 
Arizona; an “auto driveaway” 
service. 

“I didn’t know anything 
about (auto driveaways) until 
I started researching what it 
would cost to get my SUV to 
Arizona,” Newman said. “With 
the cost and convenience, this 
was the best option. Really, it 
was the only option for me.”

An auto driveaway service 
essentially works as a barter 
system that matches people 
in need of vehicle relocation 
— but are neither able nor 
willing to make the drive or 
pay the high cost of hauling 
— with a driver in need of a 
cheap trip to the same city or 
general location. 

The connections between 
vehicle owner and driver are 
typically made through a basic 
“auto driveaway” search on 
craigslist.org, autotempest.
com, searchtempest.com or a 
similar service-driven website. 

Vehicle owners use these 
websites to post their reloca-
tion needs, while potential 
drivers list their destination 
wishes. When a location 
match is made, the parties 
then work out the specifics of 
the trip via email.

Newman decided on 
autotempest.com for his driver 
search, and he quickly found 
his candidates: two Columbia 
University students wanting 

to get to Mesa, Ariz., for holi-
day semester break. Newman 
gave them the work, granted 
the young men four days to 
make the trip, and agreed to 
reimburse all fuel costs when 
his vehicle arrives in Arizona. 

Not bad for the price of a 
few tanks of gasoline, and for 
their time and effort, the two 
college students get free trans-
portation back home for the 
holidays, though they’ll have 
to find their own way back 
to New York when classes re-
sume in January. 

“There’s some risk in-
volved,” Newman said of this 
unconventional relocation op-
tion. “But I’m confident there 
won’t be any problems.”

Through cash deposits 
from the drivers, background 
checks, GPS tracking and com-
mon sense, some safeguards 
can be built in before hand-
ing over the keys to somebody 
you’ve only met via email. But 
trusting a total stranger to 
drive your vehicle for three or 
four days and deliver it a few 
thousand kilometres away nat-
urally carries a level of worry 
and risk.

And that’s where compan-
ies such as Professional Driv-

ers Incorporated, Custom Auto 
Delivery and Auto Driveaway 
are often hired to help steady 
the nerves of relocation, and 
still keep costs down. 

David Smaller, owner-
operator of Canada Driveaway, 
said his business helps match 
vehicle owners and relocation 
drivers, most commonly dur-
ing the winter months when 
retirees want to fly out of Can-
ada and into warmer climates 
in the United States, but need 

to have their cars shipped.
“The owners are our clients 

and the drivers know they can 
get a free road trip holiday,” 
Smaller said. “So they plan 
their trip according to the sea-
sonality.”

Smaller’s business works 
out every trip detail from ar-
rival time to travel duration 
and the vehicle owner pays 
the fees associated with the 
service, the fuel and the com-
pensation of the driver, which 

is typically not more than 
$500, Smaller said. 

“This is kind of a niche 
market but there is steady de-
mand for the service this time 
of year . . . It’s enough to keep 
us busy but not enough for us 
to get rich.”

Jill Pixley writes a travel 
blog for the popular freelance 
website examiner.com and she 
said the Internet is helping to 
drive the growing popularity 
of the auto driveaway service. 

Pixley reported that 
through this barter method 
of vehicle relocation, the com-
pany Auto Driveaway alone 
provided transportation for 
about 10,000 travelers in more 
than 8,000 vehicles just last 
year. 

For the sake of research 
for a blog story on an auto 
driveaway, Pixley volunteered 
to drive a Toyota Camry from 
Washington, D.C., to Los An-
geles. The only eligibility re-
quirements for the job were 
an online application through 
Auto Driveaway, a valid oper-
ator’s license, a clean driving 
record and a $350 deposit to 
be refunded upon vehicle de-
livery. 

“The advantage was that 
I got to roll through 10 states 
on someone else’s dime,” 
wrote Pixley, who agreed to 
pay for her own fuel on the 
trip. “I also had the freedom 
to leave the huge interstates 
behind and follow my own 
route along secondary roads 
and highways.”

Pixley explained that an 
auto driveaway service is a 
great relocation option for 
those wanting to avoid haul-
ing costs. But logistical prob-
lems can be difficult to over-
come, especially in smaller 
cities and towns where match-
ing an available driver at Point 
A with a desire to travel to a 
very specific Point B can take 
some negotiation.

But at least for Mr. New-
man, using an auto driveaway 
to move his vehicle cross-
country for only the price of 
fuel easily outweighed any 
potential inconvenience or ob-
vious risks. 

“I suppose there is some 
worry involved, nothing is 
guaranteed,” he said. “But if 
you do your research and take 
the time to find the right driv-
ers, this seems like a great way 
to go. I hope it is, anyway.” 

Autoknow. Imagine 

a dating site ... where 

people who need their 

cars moved meet people 

who can move them (cue 

the violins)
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It’s tougher finding drivers traveling to rural areas, but you could have your car driven to a major center and then trucked to your 
location, wherever that is. ALL IMAGES WHEELBASE

You’re taking a chance driving an old car, anyway, so putting it in the hands of a total stranger is likely just making things 
worse. Still, there might be an experienced driver online willing to take on the challenge.

Quoted

“I didn’t know anything 
about (auto driveaways) 
until I started research-
ing what it would cost 
to get my SUV to Ari-
zona. With the cost and 
convenience, this was 
the best option. Really, 
it was the only option 
for me.”
Retired school teacher James Newman Sr. 

When you dial out the expense of a car hauler (truck) and a paid driver, your costs
come down  to fuel, a willingness to let the odometer pile up, vehicle wear and 
tear . . . and trusting a total stranger with your wheels.


